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numbers by workmen while excavating for an electric railroad. This 
extends the distribution of the species by some no miles to the 
northeast, the furthest station previously recorded in this direction 
being, according to the National Museum collections, Tarboro, North 
Carolina. 

Number 4 of the eighth volume of the Journal of Comparative 
Neurology contains, beside the usual literary notices, the conclusion 
of Dr. Adolf Meyer's Critical Review of the Data and General 
Methods and Deductions of Modern Neurology, and Professor H. 
H. Donaldson's Observations on the Weight and Length of the 
Central Nervous System and of the Legs in Bullfrogs of Different 
Sizes. 

Number 3 of the second volume of the Zoological Bulletin, issued 
in December of the past year, contains Notes on the Finer Structure 
of the Nervous System of Cynthia partita, by G. W. Hunter, Jr. ; 
The Maxillary and Mandibular Breathing Valves of Teleost Fishes, 
by U. Dahlgren ; The Effect of Temperature on the Regeneration of 
Hydra, by F. Peebles ; and Further Notes on the Egg of Allolo- 
bophora foetida, by K. Foot and E. C. Strobell. 

Dr. Arthur Willey describes a new Peripatus from New Britain, 
but very distantly related to any of the previously known species, 
which is placed in a new subgenus, Paraperipatus. Dr. W. M. 
Wheeler describes P. eiseni {Journ. Morph., Vol. XV, p. 1), from 
Mexico. 



BOTANY. 



Some Recent Elementary Text-Books. — No two teachers pre- 
sent a subject in the same manner, and to attempt to compel them to 
do so, as is done in some public school systems, usually makes au- 
tomata of them and machines of their pupils, when nature work is 
involved. But the yearning of every good teacher for some reference 
book that he can put in the hands of his class, giving them what he 
cares to have them know and freeing them from the expense of pay- 
ing for other matter, seems scarcely capable of expression otherwise 
than in the preparation of a text-book of his own. Four such books 
have recently come to hand, one quite elementary, the others aiming 
at the work done in the secondary schools or by the most general of 
college classes. 
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Professor Bailey, 1 with a horticulturist's bias, most admirably 
teaches both pupil and teachers how to study twigs and buds, leaves 
and foliage, flowers, fructification, propagation, the behaviors and 
habits of plants, and the kinds of plants — to which he adds sugges- 
tive paragraphs on pedagogical methods, books, classification, evolu- 
tion, and the interpretation of nature and the growing of plants. 
Nothing could be better in its way — and it is a very good way — 
than this addition to the products of the pen of a versatile and pro- 
lific writer. 

Professor Barnes, 2 from the point of view of the physiologist, at- 
tempts to exhibit to pupils 13 to 18 years of. age, who are engaged 
in genuine laboratory study, the variety and progressive complexity 
of the vegetative body, to explain the unity of plan in both the 
structure and action of the reproductive organs, and to give an out- 
line of the more striking ways in which plants adapt themselves to 
the world about them. It is to be feared that he has aimed over 
their heads. 

Professor Atkinson, 3 perhaps with less leaning toward any one 
side, gives fourteen chapters to physiology, twenty-one to morphol- 
ogy, eight to lessons on plant families, and thirteen to ecology. 

Each of these books is good. If one could have only one of 
them, he would probably choose the first or the last noticed, which 
happen to come from the same faculty — that of Cornell University. 
But the point of view is so different that whichever he had, he would 
wish to complement it with the other — or to write his own book, rp 

Rhodora 4 is the euphonious title of a new journal, started with the 
current year, by the New England Botanical Club. It is well gotten 
up, and under the editorship of Dr. B. L. Robinson, of the Gray 
Herbarium of Harvard University, it is sure to be well conducted. 
The initial number contains the following articles : Fernald, Rattle- 

1 Bailey, L. H. Lessons with Plants. New York, The Macmillan Company, 
1898. Pp. xxxi + 491, 446 f£. — First Lessons with Plants, being an abridgment 
of Lessons with Plants. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1898. Pp. x + 
117, 116 ff. 

2 Barnes, C. R. Plant Life Considered with Especial Reference to Form and 
Function. New York, Henry Holt & Company, 1898. Pp. x + 428, 415 ff. 

8 Atkinson, G. F. Elementary Botany. New York, Henry Holt & Com- 
pany, 1898. Pp. xxiii + 444, 509 ff. 

4 Rhodora, Journal of the New England Botanical Club. Price, $1.00 per year 
($1.25 to all foreign countries, except Canada). Editorial communications to be 
addressed to B. L. Robinson, 42 Shepard Street, Cambridge, Mass. Subscrip- 
tions, etc., to W. P. Rich, 3 North Market St., Boston, Mass. 



